CHAPTER XI

MORAL INSTRUCTION IN FRENCH
SCHOOLS1

THE greatest and the most promising work
of the French Republic during the last
thirty years is that which she has done
for education. "Thanks,** says M. Fouill^e, "to
a noble and generous mouvement* Republican
France, at the end of the nineteenth century, has
adorned herself with schools, as, after the terror
of the year 1000, she adorned herself with
churches." Pasteur, surveying, on a memorable
occasion, what had been done for education,
exclaimed, " Everything, from the village schools
to the laboratories, has either been founded or
renovated/* Interest in education has become
intense. Faith in the power of the school has
eclipsed, in many parts of the land, faith in the
efficiency of the Church. The changes in the
educational spirit are no less marked. The cen-
tral aim of education, which was for so long the

1 Eeprinted from Tke ffldmational Review, April, 1902.
212